CONNECTION

A Newsletter for Miami-Dade County Public Schools Parents

OCTOBER 2017
VOLUME 9, ISSUE 36
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
- Halloween Safety Tips
- Digital Citizenship
- Flu Season

KITTY HAWK MAKES SCIENCE COME ALIVE ON STAGE

More than 20,000 7th graders experienced the magic of Kitty Hawk

SCHOOL
CALENDARS REVISED DUE TO HURRICANE IRMA
weekly schedule
As a result of Hurricane Irma,
Miami-Dade County Public
Schools (M-DCPS) had to
cancel seven days of school
last month. Even with the
loss of the seven instructional
days, the District exceeds the
minimum instructional hours
required by the state in order
to participate in the Florida
Education Finance Program
(FEFP). However, the loss of
instructional time resulted in
impacts to student learning
and therefore adjustments
to the school calendar were
necessary to return this

IMPORTANT DATES &
INFORMATION

SCHOOL
BOARD MEETINGS
in numbers

NOV. 14

10 a.m.
Organization Meeting

NOV. 15

11 a.m.
Regular Meeting
valuable time to students
and teachers. Five dates
were converted to regular
school days on the Revised

Elementary and Secondary
School Calendar. View
updates at:
http://www.dadeschools.net/calendars/

November 10 - Observation of Veterans Day
November 22 - Teacher Planning Day
November 23 - Thanksgiving
November 24 - Recess Day

DEC. 6

11 a.m.
Regular Meeting

iATTEND M-DCPS

TIPS FOR A HAPPY, HEALTHY AND SAFE HALLOWEEN

Halloween Safety
Halloween is one of the most anticipated
nights of the year for kids, but Safe Kids’
research* shows some scary statistics on
Halloween safety.

1/3

Attendance
matters at
M-DCPS.
No factors are more
important to a student’s
progress in school than
regular and punctual
attendance.

Only

On average,

OF
PARENTS

TWICE AS
MANY CHILD
PEDESTRIANS

talk to their kids annually
about Halloween, although
3/4 report having
Halloween safety fears.

are killed while walking on
Halloween compared to
other days of the year.

18

%

of parents use
reflective tape on
their children’s
Halloween costumes.

12

%

of children five years of age
or younger are permitted to
trick-or-treat alone.

Talk with your goblins about Halloween safety, and how simple precautions
can make it a fun and safe night for kids of all ages. For additional safety tips,
please visit SafeKids.org/Halloween
Children
under 12 should
trick-or-treat and

CROSS STREETS
WITH AN ADULT

ALWAYS
WALK ON
SIDEWALKS
OR PATHS

if there are no
sidewalks, walk
facing traffic as
far to the side
as possible.

Students are expected to be
present at school each and
every day; attend class as
scheduled; arrive to school
and class(es) on time; and
demonstrate appropriate
behavior and a readiness to
learn.
Parents/guardians are
responsible for his/her child’s
school attendance as
required by law and are
encouraged to stress the
importance of regular and
punctual school attendance
with their child.

Only

Cross the
street at corners,

USING
TRAFFIC SIGNALS
and crosswalks. Parents
should remind children to
watch for cars that are
turning or backing up.

DRIVERS
SHOULD
SLOW DOWN

and be especially alert in
residential neighborhoods.
Children are excited on
Halloween and may move
in unpredictable ways.

*Mickalide, AD, Rosenthal, KM, Donahue, MP. Halloween Safety: A National Survey of Parents’
Knowledge, Attitudes, and Behaviors. Washington (DC): Safe Kids Worldwide, October 2011.

Halloween is right around
the corner and many children
will be out at night to trickor-treat. There are several
precautions that parents can
take to ensure that their child
enjoys a safe, happy, and
healthy Halloween.
• Be careful when crossing

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP AT M-DCPS

•
•
•
•

the street
Put down electronic
devices
Decorate your child’s
costume with reflective
tape
Enter and exit driveways
slowly and carefully
Eat a healthy snack

•

before trick-or-treating
Provide your child with
healthy alternatives to
candy

For more tips, visit:
https://www.safekids.org/halloween

Our students live in a hyper-connected world, spending large
amounts of time communicating with family and friends
through social media and doing schoolwork/homework in an
online environment. Whether at home or school, our students
need to know how to be safe, how to use technology
appropriately and how to act responsibly when using the
Internet or social media. They need to be digital citizens and
be able to navigate the digital world in a safe and ethical
manner.
Below is a link to an informative flyer with tips on how to
protect your child’s online reputation. We hope you will
review these helpful tips at home with your child.
http://digital.dadeschools.net/pdfs/Social.pdf

TEACH FLU A LESSON

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND!

On November 6, 2012, voters passed a 1.2 billion-dollar General Obligation Bond to
modernize and transform public schools in Miami-Dade County. The funds continue to be
invested in the future of our children for upgraded school facilities, advanced technology,
safety and security improvements, and new schools in growing neighborhoods. Since the
bond’s inception, projects are being completed on-time and within budget. Thank you,
Miami-Dade County residents, for ensuring that our students will have state-of-the-art
places to learn. For more details, visit http://www.gobprogress.com/.

#MDCPSLIVESUNITED

M-DCPS has partnered
with United Way of MiamiDade since 1974. Our
employees and students
have contributed over
$25 million and lead the
nation in school system
run campaigns. Search for
#MDCPSLivesUnited on social
media to see the many ways
M-DCPS is helping make
Miami-Dade a stronger, safer
and healthier community.

Healthy Schools LLC and
M-DCPS are offering FREE
flu vaccines to students
from Nov. 13 - Dec. 12, 2017.
Please contact your child’s
school for specific dates and
times. A consent form must
be completed and signed
by a parent/guardian and
returned to the school in
order for the student to be
eligible to receive the flu
vaccine. Parents may also
complete the consent form
digitally through the parent
portal.

PARENT E-TIPS:
Primary: Exercise is
Important
Secondary: Encourage
Learning at Home
For more resources, visit
https://www.engagemiamidade.net/
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