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Frequently Asked Questions  

About Haiti  

 
1. Who were Haitiôs first inhabitants?  
Haitiôs first known inhabitants were the Taino/Arawak natives who migrated onto the island long 

before the arrival of Columbus in 1492.  

 

2. Is Haitian Creole a language or a dialect?  
It is a language. Along with French, Haitian Creole is the official language of the Republic of 

Haiti since 1987, although only a minority of Haitians can speak French fluently.  

 

 A dialect is defined as a ñregional variety of a language distinguished by 

pronunciation, grammar, or vocabulary.ò  

 

 A language is defined as ñthe use by human beings of voice sounds, and often 

written symbols representing these sounds, in combination and patterns to express 

and communicate thoughts and feelings. A system of words formed from such 

combinations and patterns, used by the people of a particular country or by a 

group of people with a shared history or set of traditions.ò -The American 

Heritage College Dictionary, Third Edition, 2000.  

 

3. Do all Haitians speak and read Creole?  
All Haitians who are born and raised in Haiti speak Haitian Creole; although, not all Haitians can 

read Haitian Creole.  

 

 

4. Why do Haitians always drink pumpkin/squash soup on January 1st?  
On January 1st, Haitians traditionally drink pumpkin/squash soup with family and friends to 

celebrate freedom and independence. During the French control of the island, only the masters 

were allowed to drink this delicious soup.  

 
 
5. What is the origin of the countryôs name?  
The name Haiti derives from the word AYTI or HAYTI, which in the Arawak language means 

ñmountainous landò.  

 

6. Did the U.S. ever occupy or intervene in Haiti?  
Yes, in 1915, as a result of U.S. concerns over its interests in the country because of renewed 

political chaos (4 presidents in 2 years, all killed while in office), the U.S. invaded Haiti and 

occupied the country for 19 years. The US intervened in Haiti again in 1994 to restore political 

stability and the return of the democratically elected president Jean Bertrand Aristide who was 

ousted in a coup dôetat seven months after he took power on February 7, 1991.  

 



 

7. Which U.S. presidents have visited Haiti during their terms in office?  
On July 5, 1934, Franklin D. Roosevelt was the first American president to visit Haiti.  

On March 21, 1995, President Clinton became the second American President to visit Haiti.  

 

8. What is the capital of Haiti? Port-Au-Prince is the capital of the Republic of Haiti.  

 

9. Is Haiti an island? No, the republic of Haiti is not an island. It occupies one-third of the 

entire island of Hispaniola. The Dominican Republic makes up the rest of the island. 

 

 10. Is there a democratic government in Haiti? Yes, there is. The president elected is 

serving a term of five years. There are three branches in the government: The Executive, The 

Legislative, and the Judicial. See time line for specific leaders and their opposing groups.  

 

11. What are the major holidays in Haiti? The major holidays in Haiti are:  

 

 Independence Day (January 1st),  

 Forefatherôs Day (January 2nd), 

 Carnaval (2 days before Ash Wednesday, February or March), 

 Good Friday (2 days before Easter), 

 Easter Sunday ( usually in April),  

 Toussaint Louvertureôs Death (April 7th),  

 Pan American Day (April 14th), 

 Labor Day (May 1st),  

 Flag Day (May 18),  

 Day of Assumption (August 15th),  

 Dessalinesô Death (October 17th),  

 All Saints Day (November 1st),  

 All Souls Day (November 2nd), 

 Battle of Vertieresô Day (November 18th), 

 Christmas Eve (December 24th),  

 Christmas (December 25th),  

 New Yearôs Eve (December 31st).  

 

 

 

12. What is the size of the Republic of Haiti? The total area is 27,750 sq. km. (10,714 

sq. mi.) about the size of Maryland.  

 

13. Why is there a Haitian/Haitian-American curriculum? The Florida Statute 

228.591 mandated that multicultural education be incorporated into the curriculum. The 

Multicultural Education Department main purpose of developing the Haitian/Haitian-American 

curriculum is to ñhelp teachers incorporate diversity and different perspectives of history and 



culture into the existing curriculumò, and instill a sense of pride in the Haitian students who 

represent approximately 10% of the student population. 

 

 14. What are the traditional meats served in the Haitian diet?  
Chicken, pork, beef, goat, and a variety of seafood are some of the most traditional meats served 

in Haiti.  

 

15. Do all Haitians speak French? No, statistics report that about 10% of the population 

is fluent in the French Language. 

  

16. What is the employment rate in Haiti? About 40% of the population is unemployed 

and more than 50% of the labor force does not have formals jobs.  

 

17. What is the population of Haiti? The population of Haiti was estimated at 8 million 

in 2000. The population is about 95% black and 5% mulattos, which is traditionally the elite 

ruling class.  

 

18. Are there any other major cities beside Port-au-Prince? Yes, there are. Cap 

Haitian (second largest city), Jacmel, Gonaives, Les Cayes, Port de Paix, and Jeremie.  

 

19. Why do many Haitian students keep their heads down when speaking to 

an adult? Traditionally in Haiti, as a sign of respect, children are taught to keep their heads 

down when addressing an adult.  

 

20. Do Haitians celebrate Christmas? Yes, Haitians celebrate Christmas on December 

25th. It is one of the official holidays.  

 

21. Is Halloween a Holiday in Haiti? No, Haitians do not celebrate Halloween in their 

home country. 

 

22. Do schools in Haiti have guidance counselors? Although very rare, some of the 

private schools in Haiti have guidance counselors.  

 

23. Is it mandatory for students to wear uniforms in Haiti? Most schools, public 

and private, require their students to wear uniforms. But there is not a strict mandate for all 

schools to require their students to wear uniforms.  

 

 

 

Source: http://www.haitianheritagemonth.net/ 

 

 

 

 

 



TIME LINE 
 

Used with permission of 
The Embassy of the Republic of Haiti, Washington D.C. 

www.haiti.org 
Ambassade d 'Haïti 

Washington D.C. 
 

Key Dates in Haiti's History 
 

1492  
Christopher Columbus lands and claims the island of Hispaniola for Spain. The Spanish 
build the New World's first settlement at La Navidad on Haiti's north coast.  
 
1697  
Spanish control over the colony ends with the Treaty of Ryswick, which divided the 
island into French-controlled St. Domingue and Spanish Santo Domingo.  
For over 100 years the colony of St. Domingue (known as the Pearl of the Antilles) was 
France's most important overseas territory, which supplied it with sugar, rum, coffee and 
cotton. At the height of slavery, near the end of the 18th century, some 500,000 people, 
mainly of western African origin, were enslaved by the French.  
 
1791-1803  
A slave rebellion is launched by the Jamaican-born Boukman leading to a protracted 
13-year war of liberation against St. Domingue's colonists and later, Napoleon's army 
which was also assisted by Spanish and British forces. The slave armies were 
commanded by General Toussaint Louverture who was eventually betrayed by the 
French and subsequently exiled to France where he died.  
 
1803  
The Haitian blue and red flag is devised at Arcahie, by taking the French tricolor, turning 
it on its side and removing the white band. The Battle of Vertières in November marks 
the ultimate victory of the former slaves over the French.  
 
1804  
The hemispere's second Republic is declared on January 1, 1804 by General Jean-
Jacques Dessalines. Haiti, or Ayiti in Creole, is the name given to the land by the former 
Taino-Arawak peoples, meaning "mountainous country."  
 
 
1806  
Emperor Jean-Jacques Dessalines is assassinated.  
 
1807-20  
Civil war racks the country, which divides into the northern kingdom of Henri Christophe 
and the southern republic governed by Alexandre Pétion. Faced with a rebellion by his 



own army, Christophe commits suicide, paving the way for Jean-Pierre Boyer to reunify 
the country and become President of the entire republic in 1820.  
 
1821  
President Boyer invades Santo Domingo following its declaration of independence from 
Spain. The entire island is now controlled by Haiti until 1844.  
 
1838  
France recognizes Haitian independence in exchange for a financial indemnity of 150 
million francs. Most nations including the United States shunned Haiti for almost forty 
years, fearful that its example could stir unrest in other slaveholding countries. Over the 
next few decades Haiti is forced to take out loans of 70 million francs to repay the 
indemnity and gain international recognition. 
  
1862  
The United States finally grants Haiti diplomatic recognition sending noted abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass as its Consular Minister.  
 
1915  
President Woodrow Wilson orders the U.S. Marines to occupy Haiti and establish 
control over customs-houses and port authorities. The Haitian National Guard is created 
by the occupying Americans. The Marines force peasants into corvée labor building 
roads. Peasant resistance to the occupiers grows under the leadership of Charlemagne 
Peralt, who is betrayed and assassinated by Marines in 1919.  
 

1934 The U.S. withdraws from Haiti leaving the Haitian Armed Forces in place 
throughout the country.  

 
1937  
Thousands of Haitians living near the border of the Dominican Republic are massacred 
by Dominican soldiers under the orders of President General Trujillo.  
 
1957  
After several attempts to move forward democratically ultimately fail, military-controlled 
elections lead to victory for Dr. François Duvalier, who in 1964 declares himself 
President-for-Life and forms the infamous paramilitary Tonton Makout. The corrupt 
Duvalier dictatorship marks one of the saddest chapters in Haitian history with tens of 
thousands killed or exiled.  
 
 
1971  
"Papa-Doc" Duvalier dies in office after naming his 19 year-old son Jean-Claude as his 
successor. 
  



1972  
The first Haitian "boat people" fleeing the country land in Florida.  
 
1976  
Widespread protests against repression of the nation's press take place.  
 
1970s-1980s  
"Baby-Doc" Duvalier exploits international assistance and seeks to attract investment 
leading to the establishment of textile-based assembly industries. Attempts by workers 
and political parties to organize are quickly and regularly crushed.  
 
1980  
Hundreds of human rights workers, journalists and lawyers are arrested and exiled from 
the country.  
 
1981  
International aid agencies declare Haitian pigs to be carriers of African Swine Fever and 
institute a program for their slaughter. Attempts to replace indigenous swine with 
imported breeds largely fail. 
  
1983  
Pope John Paul II visits Haiti and declares publicly that, "Things must change here."  
 
1984  
Over 200 peasants are massacred at Jean-Rabeau after demonstrating for access to 
land. The Haitian Bishops Conference launches a nation-wide (but short-lived) literacy 
program. Anti-government riots take place in all major towns.  
 
1985  
Massive anti-Government demonstrations continue to take place around the country. 
Four schoolchildren are shot dead by soldiers, an event which unifies popular protest 
against the régime. 
  
1986  
Widespread protests against "Baby Doc" lead the U.S. to arrange for Duvalier and his 
family to be exiled to France. Army leader General Henri Namphy heads a new National 
Governing Council.  
 
1987  
A new Constitution is overwhelmingly approved by the population in March. General 
elections in November are aborted hours after they begin with dozens of people shot by 
soldiers and the Tonton Makout in the capital and scores more around the country. 
1988  
Military controlled elections - widely abstained from - result in the installation of Leslie 
Manigat as President in January. Manigat is ousted by General Namphy four months 
later and in November General Prosper Avril unseats Namphy.  



 
1989  
President Avril, on a trade mission to Taiwan, returns empty-handed after grassroots-
based democratic sectors inform Taiwanese authorities that the Haitian nation will not 
be responsible for any contracts agreed to by Avril. Avril orders massive repression 
against political parties, unions, students and democratic organizations. 
 
1990  
Avril declares a state of siege in January. Rising protests and urging from the American 
Ambassador convince Avril to resign. A Council of State forms out of negotiations 
among democratic sectors, charged with running a Provisional Government led by 
Supreme Court Justice Ertha Pascal-Trouillot.  
 
U.S. Vice-President Dan Quayle visits Haiti and tells Army leaders, "No more coups." 
Assistance is sought from the Organization of American States (OAS) and the United 
Nations (UN) to help organize general elections in December.  
 
In a campaign marred by occasional violence and death, democratic elections finally 
take place on December 16, 1990. Father Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a parish priest, well 
known throughout the country for his support of the poor, is elected President with 
67.5% of the popular vote. The "U.S. favorite" Marc Bazin finishes a distant second 
with 14.2%  
 
1991  
Duvalierist holdover and Tonton Makout Dr. Roger Lafontant attempts a coup d'état to 
prevent Father Aristide's ascension to power. The Armed Forces quickly remove him 
from the National Palace following massive popular protest.  
 
President Aristide is inaugurated on February 7th, five years after Duvalier's fall from 
power. A Government is formed by Prime Minister René Préval promising to uproot the 
corruption of the past. Over $500 million is promised in aid by the international 
community.  
 
In September President Aristide addresses the UN General Assembly. Three days 
after his return military personnel with financial backing from neo-Duvalierist sectors 
and their international allies unleash a coup d'état, ousting President Aristide. Over 
1,000 people are killed in the first days of the coup.  
 
The OAS calls for a hemisphere-wide embargo against the coup régime in support of 
the deposed constitutional authorities.  
 
 
1992  
Negotiations between the Washington, D.C. based exiled Government, Haiti's 
Parliament and representatives of the coup régime headed by General Raoul Cédras 
lead to the Washington Protocol, which is ultimately scuttled by the coup régime.  



 
U.S. President George Bush exempts U.S. factories from the embargo and orders U.S. 
Coast Guard to interdict all Haitians leaving the island in boats and to return them to 
Haiti.  
  
The OAS embargo fails as goods continue to be smuggled through neighboring 
Dominican Republic. Haiti's legitimate authorities ask the United Nations to support a 
larger embargo in order to press the coup leaders to step down. The UN pledges to 
support efforts by the OAS to find a solution to the political crisis.  
 
1993  
President Aristide asks the Secretaries-General of the OAS and the UN for the 
deployment by the United Nations and OAS of an international civilian mission to 
monitor respect for human rights and the elimination of all forms of violence.  
In June Haiti requests an oil and arms embargo from the UN Security Council in order 
to pressure the coup régime to give up power.  
 
In July of 1993, President Aristide and General Raoul Cédras sign the Governors 
Island Accord, which inter alia called for the early retirement of Gen. Cédras, the 
formation and training of a new civilian police force, and the return of the President on 
October 30, 1993. Representatives of political parties and Parliament sign the New 
York Pact pledging support for President Aristide's return and the rebuilding of the 
nation. 
  
A contingent of U.S. and Canadian trainers aboard the U.S.S. Harlan County arrives in 
Haitian waters in October and is recalled because of right-wing demonstrations, setting 
back the Governors Island agreement. General Cédras refuses to step down as 
promised.  
President Aristide's Justice Minister Guy Malary, responsible for the formation of a 
civilian police force is shot dead in Port-au-Prince weeks after local businessman and 
Aristide supporter Antoine Izmery is executed outside of a local church.  
 
The UN calls for "strict implementation" of the embargo against the de facto authorities. 
The Civilian Mission's human rights observers are allowed to return in small numbers.  
 
1994  
In May additional sanctions were levied against the régime through a naval blockade 
supported by Argentine, Canadian, French, Dutch and U.S. warships.  
Tensions increase as human rights violations continue. The Civilian Mission is told by 
the de facto authorities to leave the country. 
  
The UN Security Council passes Resolution 940 authorizing the Member States to 
form a 6,000 multinational force and "to use all necessary means" to facilitate the 
departure of the military régime.  

 



On September 15th, U.S. President Clinton declares that all diplomatic initiatives were 
exhausted and that the US with 20 other countries would form a multinational force. On 
September 19th these troops land in Haiti after the coup leaders agree to step down 
and leave the country.  

 
On October 15th, President Aristide and his Government-in-exile return to Haiti. 
  
1995  
In June Haiti hosts the annual OAS General Assembly at MontrouiLegislative elections 
take place that month and in December the presidential contest is won by former Prime 
Minister René Préval. (President Aristide is precluded by the Constitution from 
succeeding himself). In November Prime Minister Smarck Michel steps down and 
Foreign Minister Claudette Werleigh becomes President Aristide's fourth Prime 
Minister.  
 
1996  
President Préval is inaugurated in February. A Government is formed under Prime 
Minister Rosny Smarth. Agricultural production, administrative reform, and economic 
modernization are announced as the Governmentôs priorities.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Geography 
Haiti, in the West Indies, occupies the western third of the island of Hispaniola, which it 
shares with the Dominican Republic. About the size of Maryland, Haiti is two-thirds 
mountainous, with the rest of the country marked by great valleys, extensive plateaus, 
and small plains. 

 

Government 
Republic with an elected government. 

 



 

History 
Explored by Columbus on Dec. 6, 1492, Haiti's native Arawaks fell victim to Spanish 
rule. In 1697, Haiti became the French colony of Saint-Dominique, which became a 
leading sugarcane producer dependent on slaves. In 1791, an insurrection erupted 
among the slave population of 480,000, resulting in a declaration of independence by 
Pierre-Dominique Toussaint l'Ouverture in 1801. Napoléon Bonaparte suppressed the 
independence movement, but it eventually triumphed in 1804 under Jean-Jacques 
Dessalines, who gave the new nation the Arawak name Haiti. It was the world's first 
independent black republic. 

The revolution wrecked Haiti's economy. Years of strife between the light-skinned 
mulattos who dominated the economy and the majority black population, plus disputes 
with neighboring Santo Domingo, continued to hurt the nation's development. After a 
succession of dictatorships, a bankrupt Haiti accepted a U.S. customs receivership from 
1905 to 1941. Occupation by U.S. Marines from 1915 to 1934 brought stability. Haiti's 
high population growth made it the most densely populated nation in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

In 1949, after four years of democratic rule by President Dumarsais Estimé, dictatorship 
returned under Gen. Paul Magloire, who was succeeded by François Duvalier, 
nicknamed ñPapa Doc,ò in 1957. Duvalier's secret police, the ñTontons Macoutes,ò 
ensured political stability with brutal efficiency. Upon Duvalier's death in 1971, his son, 
Jean-Claude, or ñBaby Doc,ò succeeded as ruler of the poorest nation in the 
hemisphere. In the early 1980s, Haiti became one of the first countries to face an AIDS 
epidemic. Fear of the disease caused tourists to stay away, and the tourist industry 
collapsed, causing rising unemployment. Unrest generated by the economic crisis 
forced Baby Doc to flee the country in 1986. 

Throughout the 1990s the international community tried to establish democracy in Haiti. 
The country's first elected chief executive, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a leftist Roman 
Catholic priest who seemed to promise a new era in Haiti, took office in Feb. 1991. The 
military, however, took control in a coup nine months later. A UN peacekeeping force, 
led by the U.S.ðOperation Uphold Democracyðarrived in 1994. Aristide was restored 
to office and René Preval became his successor in 1996 elections. U.S. soldiers and 
UN peacekeepers left in 2000. Haiti's government, however, remained ineffectual and 
its economy was in ruins. Haiti has the highest rates of AIDS, malnutrition, and infant 
mortality in the region. 

In 2000, former president Aristide was reelected president in elections boycotted by the 
opposition and questioned by many foreign observers. The U.S. and other countries 
threatened Haiti with sanctions unless democratic procedures were strengthened. 
Aristide, once a charismatic champion of democracy, grew more authoritarian and 
seemed incapable of improving the lot of his people. Violent protests rocked the country 
in Jan. 2004, the month of Haiti's bicentennial, with protesters demanding that Aristide 
resign. By February, a full-blown armed revolt was under way, and Aristide's hold on 
power continued to slip. The protests, groups of armed rebels, and French and 
American pressure led to the ousting of Aristide on Feb. 29. Thereafter a U.S.-led 



 

international force of 2,300 entered the chaos-engulfed country to attempt to restore 
order, and an interim government took over. In September, Hurricane Jeanne ravaged 
Haiti, killing more than 2,400 people. Lawlessness and gang violence were widespread, 
and the interim government had no control over parts of the country, which were run by 
armed former soldiers. 

After numerous delays, Haiti held elections on Feb. 7, 2006. The elections, backed by 
9,000 United Nations troops, were seen as a crucial step in returning Haiti to some 
semblance of stability. Former prime minister and Aristide protegé René Préval, very 
popular among the poor, was seen as the favorite. But when the election count 
indicated that Préval's lead over the other candidate was dropping and that he would 
not win an outright majority, Pr®val contested the election and charged that ñmassive 
fraud and gross errors had stained the process.ò On Feb. 14, the interim government 
halted the election count, and the following day, after the votes were retabulated, Préval 
was declared the winner. 

In April 2008, Prime Minister Jacques-Édouard Alexis was removed from office by the 
senate, which held him responsible for the poor economy. On April 12, after violent 
street riots, President René Préval announced that he would cut the cost of rice by 
nearly 16%. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: http://www.infoplease.com/atlas/country/haiti.html 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Haitian Flag Quiz/Printout 

 

 
  

The flag of the Republic of Haiti was adopted on May 18, 1803. Haiti had been a colony 
of France since 1697, but the people rebelled in 1803 and Haiti achieved independence 
on January 1, 1804.  
 
The Haitian flag is a red and blue bicolor; for state occasions, the Arms of Haiti are 
added to the center of the flag on a white background. The colors red and blue were 
chosen from the French flag. The Haitian arms depict a royal palm in the center topped 
with a red and blue cap of liberty. There are also six blue and red flags, two smaller red 
banners on the sides, many weapons (rifles with bayonets, two yellow cannons and 
many cannonballs), a drum, an anchor, green grass, and a white banner reading 
"L'UNION FAIT LA FORCE," meaning "Union is Strength."  
 
Haiti is located in the Caribbean Sea. Christopher Columbus sailed to Hispaniola in 
1492. Haiti and the Dominican Republic constitute the island of Hispaniola, located east 
of Cuba. Haiti occupies the western third of the island. Haiti's capital city is Port-au-
Prince. 
 
 
 
1. What are the two major colors in this flag? 
_____________________________________________  
 
2. When was this flag adopted? 
_____________________________________________  
 
3. When did Haiti become independent from France? 
_____________________________________________  



 

 
4. In which sea is Haiti located? 
_____________________________________________  

 

Information on Haiti, Its Geography & History  
 

Official Name Repiblik Dayti (Haitian Creole); Republique 
d'Haiti (French) (Republic of Haiti) 

Capital Port-au-Prince 

Population 8,707,497 (2007) 

Area 
 

Currency Gourde ($1=23.75) 

Religion Christianity and Voodoo 

Literacy 53% 

Languages Haitian Creole, French (official) 

Major Cities Carrefour, Demas, Cap-Haitien, Petion-
Ville 

Climate Tropical in nature 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Haiti is part of the West Indies archipelago.  The country gained independence when, in 
the late 18th century, Haitiôs nearly half million enslaved Africans revolted, and it became 
the first Black republic in 1804.   
 
Location 
 
Haiti is bounded on the north by the Atlantic Ocean, on the east by the Dominican 
Republic, on the south by the Caribbean Sea, and on the west by the Windward 
Passage, a channel that separates the country from Cuba. 
 
 
Physical Map of Haiti 
 
Haiti is mountainous in most parts, with five mountain ranges crossing the country.  The 
Chaîe du Haut Piton, runs along the northern peninsula, the Massif de la Selle, begins 
just southeast of Port-au-Prince and has Haitiôs highest point of 8,793 feet at Pic la 
Selle.  The Massif de la Hotte further runs along the western end of the southern 
peninsula.  The other chains include the Massif des Montagnes Noires and Chaîne des 
Cahos, and the solitary peak of Montagne Terrible.  The Gonâve Gulf contains the 
largest of Haitiôs offshore islands, the island of Gov©ve.  As is characteristic of 
mountainous regions, Haitiôs shoreline is irregular, and there are many natural harbors.  
The numerous rivers dotting Haiti are short, swift, and un-navigable.  The only navigable 
river is the Artibonite. 
 
 
Climate of Haiti 
 
Haiti has a tropical climate with significant variations.  Rainfall varies from a height of 
3,600 mm on the western tip of the southern peninsula to 600 mm on the southwest 
coast of the northern peninsula.  The south west receives most of the rains in early and 
late summer.  Port-au-Prince, located at sea level, has a yearly average temperature of 
27C.  In Kenscoff, located just south of Port-au-Prince at an elevation of 4,700 feet, the 
temperature average is usually recorded at 16C.  Haiti is also vulnerable to hurricanes 
and is occasionally hit by destructive storms. 
 
Arts, Culture and Music of Haiti  
 
Haitian culture fuses African, French, and West Indian elements. Formerly a social 
divider, the Creole language is now being used in attempts to define a national culture. 
The language is used in literature, drama, music, dance, and some governmental 
functions and the country has to its credit several outstanding libraries. Haitian works of 
art are enjoying increasing worldwide recognition.  
 
 
(http:www.mapsofworld.com/country-profile/haiti.html) 
 
 

 



 

Haitian Communities in the U.S. 
 
Little Haiti serves up some of the best Afro-Caribbean culture this side of the Gulf 
Stream, the warm-water current south of Florida. The Miami community of some 33,000 
people is alive with the sights, sounds, smells, and tastes of Haiti. Place names echo 
with Haitian pride. Avenue Felix Moisseau Leroy, which slices through the heart of Little 
Haiti, bears the name of a famous Haitian writer and poet. It leads directly to Toussaint 
L'Ouverture Elementary School, which is named after the hero of Haitian independence. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Brooklynôs Haitian Community 
 
According to the 2000 census, some 200,000 Haitians live in Brooklynðhome to the 
largest Haitian community in New York City. This is a sharp rise from the 52,600 who 
lived there in 1980.  
 
Most of Brooklyn's Haitians live along Flatbush Avenue. Here announcements written in 
French or Creole decorate the walls, windows, and bulletin boards of stores, churches, 
and government agencies such as police and fire stations. Newspaper stands carry 
publications like the Haiti Progres, a newspaper written primarily in French, and the 
Haitian Times, a newspaper written in English. Both papers offer stories about Haitian-
related events not normally covered in other sources. 
 
The mix of languages can be heard in the halls of Brooklyn's Walt Whitman Middle 
School. Here about 75% of students are of Haitian descent. Teachers challenge them 
with bilingual instruction, both in English and Creole, so that students can continue in 
regular all-English classes in high school. 
 
But learning English doesn't mean leaving Haitian culture behind. New York's Haitian 
radio station, Radio Soleil D'Haiti, (http://www.radiosoleil.com) broadcasts programs in 3 
languages, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Some 600,000 Haitians and Haitian 
Americans in the New York metropolitan area tune in regularly.  
 
There's other live entertainment, too. The dance-and-drum group La Troupe Makandal, 
(http://www.makandal.org/home.html) for example, regularly sells out tickets to its 
shows. The group, which takes its name from an enslaved African leader, often 
reenacts important events in Haitian history. In one performance, an ancestor calls out: 
"Have we truly tasted freedom?" 
 
The Haitian community of Brooklyn is seeking to answer, "Yes!" They're finding a new 
political voice in the 2000s. The Flatbush community recently succeeded, with the help 
of local politicians, in renaming a street Toussaint L'Ouverture Boulevard. It's the city's 
first Haitian street name. Jean Vernet II, who grew up in Haiti and Brooklyn, has created 
a computer database to unify Haitian-American voters in the United States. He tried it 
out in the 2004 election and plans to continue building a Haitian voting bloc. "We're no 



 

longer an exiled community who will return to Haiti shortly," he says. "It's O.K. to be an 
American."  
 
LANGUAGE 
 
Haitian Creole 
 
Haiti has two official languagesðFrench and Haitian Creole. Yet only about 10% of 
Haitians can speak both languages fluently. Most speak only Haitian Creole, the 
nation's "mother language." 
 
The use of Haitian Creole began aboard slave ships and the French plantations of 
Hispaniola. It blends the languages of West Africa with many French words. Over time, 
words from Spanish, English, and other languages have crept in as well. 
 
Turning Haitian Creole into a written language didn't happen until well after 
independence. It took the constitution of 1987 to recognize it as the nation's second 
official language. (French was the first.) 
 
Today many Haitian and Haitian American writers preserve their heritage by recording 
the Haitian Creole stories, songs, and proverbs handed down through the generations 
by word of mouth. Some popular proverbs include the following: 
  

!  Ti chen gen fos devan kay met li. 
!   "A little dog is really brave in front of his master's house." 
  
!  Bouch manje tout manje, men li pa pale tout pawol. 
!  "The mouth may eat any food, but should not speak on any subject." 

 
!  Fon sl dwet pa manje kalalou. 
!  "You cannot eat okra with one finger." 

 
!  Tanbou prete pa janm fe bon dans. 
!  "A borrowed drum never makes good dancing." 

 
!  Sak vid pad kanp. 
!  "An empty sack can't stand up."  

 
!  Kreyol pale, kreyol comprann. 
!  "Creole spoke, Creole understood." 



 

 
 
What do these proverbs mean to you? Pick one of them, and illustrate your 
interpretation in the form of a poster. 
 
AUTHORS 
 
Haitian Authors 
 
The world became aware of Haiti's great writers during its Golden Age of the 
1930s and 1940s. African American poet Langston Hughes traveled there hoping 
to meet Jacques Romaine, a Haitian poet whom he admired. Hughes later 
described the meeting. 
 
For an hour, in French--mine halting, and in English--his bad, we talked about 
poetry and people. Jacques showed me his excellent library in many languages 
with the cloth and board bindings of America and England mingling with the 
bright paper covers of France and Germany. . . . And he made me a present of 
his poems. 
 
Romaine, still famous among Haitians, is but one of the many writers who have 
enriched the literature of Haiti and the world. They've included poet and 
playwright Felix Morriseau-Leroy, journalist Yvonne Hakim Rimpel, author Jean-
Price Mars, and many more.  
Haitian writers wrote in French at first and later in Creole. Massillon Coicou, for 
example, pioneered Haitian Creole literature with his Emperor Dessalines. 
George Sylvain did the same with a collection of short stories. 
 
The Haitian literary tradition has grown stronger in recent times, but with a twist. 
More Haitian and Haitian American women are writing than ever before. Some of 
them have formed the Women Writers of Haitian Descent (WWOHD), a group 
that promotes the work of talented Haitian women writers. "I write therefore I am," 
declares one of the group's slogans. 
 
Perhaps one of the most widely known and successful of these young women 
writers is Edwidge Danticat. She started her writing career at age 9.  
 
 

  
 
Find out more about Danticat, and prepare a speech that might be given to 
introduce her to a conference on Haitian writers in the 20th century. 
 
Like other artists, Haitian and Haitian American artists work with all kinds of 
materials, including the tin from oil drums. This "tin art" often takes the form of 
animals found in Haiti--lizards called geckos, big-eyed tree frogs, or tropical birds 
like flamingos.  
 
 



 

 
 
Research pictures of one of these animals. Then make try your hand at "tooling," 
or engraving, a piece of foil art by following these directions. 
 
Materials: heavy weight tin foil, scissors, poster board, tracing paper, ballpoint 
pen, enamel paints, brush, newspapers 
 
Procedure 
Use a pencil to copy the picture of a Haitian animal on to tracing paper. This will 
be your "pattern."  

!  Place the pattern over the poster board. Go over the outline of the pattern 
with the tip of a ballpoint pen. Press hard enough so that an imprint is left 
on the poster board.  

!  Cut out the "tooled" figure.  
!  Now put the pattern over a piece of tin foil. Again, use the pen to tool the 

outline into the tin foil.  
!  Remove the pattern. Then draw a one-quarter inch edge around the figure 

outlined on the tinfoil. Cut out the figure following this edge.  
!  Wrap the tin foil around the poster board figure, securing the edges on the 

back with tape.  
!  Use the ballpoint pen to tool details on to your "tin art." You can trace the 

pattern or draw freehand, as Haitian artists do.  
!  Cover a desk or table with newspaper. Then paint your figure. Use bright 

colors, similar to those found in many works of Haitian art. (Tip: You can 
find examples of Haitian tin art in galleries on the Internet.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: Not available (Beyond the Textbook- Haitian Cultural Heritage ï 
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/btt/Haitian_heritage/) 
 
 

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/btt/Haitian_heritage/


 

Haitian Cultural Literacy Using the Internet 
 

Lesson Plan:  Haitian Cultural Literacy Using the Internet 
 
Subject:  Social Studies  
 
 
Grade level:   Elementary 
 
CBC Connection:  II. Historical Awareness, 
   V. Cultural Awareness: 
   Fostering understanding 
   for the contributions of  
   Haitians/Haitian  
   Americans. 

 
   

Description/  After teaching students how to conduct research on the Internet the 
Abstract of Lesson: students will demonstrate comprehension by answering a ñHaitian  

Cultural Literacy Quizò using Internet sources. 
 
Objective(s):  The students will 
    

 Demonstrate efficient Internet researching. 

 Use media resources to develop multicultural awareness. 
Materials:   

 Computer with Internet Access 

 Attached ñHaitian Cultural Literacy Quizò 
 
Duration:  1 class period 
 
Lesson Lead In/  
Opening:  Discuss with the students about the usefulness of the Internet when you 

are trying to find out different forms of information quickly: (Examples) 
 

 Phone Numbers 

 Addresses and Location 

 Information about People, Things and Places 

 Historical Facts 
 
 
Activity:  1. Schedule an appointment to the media center/computer lab for a 

computer-based lesson. 
    
   2. Teach the students efficient ways of how to conduct research on the  
   Internet using a search engine (preferably either Google or Yahoo).  Be  
   sure to teach students the importance of key word usage (as opposed to  
   typing whole sentences). 
 
   3. Have the students put what they learned into practice by researching  
   the answers to the ñHaitian Cultural Quizò on a search engine. 
 
   4. Have the students write down the answers on the attached worksheet,  
   as well as list down websites where they found the answers. 
 



 

   5. Review the answers as a class. 
    
Extended Lesson:  

 Have students locate their neighborhoods and different locations 
around the world (including Haiti) using Google Earth. 

 

 Contact a Haitian non-profit organization such as Yele' Haiti 
about developing a ñpen-palò project between students in your 
class and students in Haiti. 

       
Assessment:   

 Evaluate quiz answers using the answer key provided. 

 Consider grammar and neatness as part of the overall grade. 

 Closely monitor students to make sure they are following instructions 
while conducting searches. 

 Consider cooperation grade in cases of students working together. 
 
 
Internet Resources: www.google.com 
   www.earth.google.com 
   www.maps.google.com/ 
   www.yahoo.com 

www.wikipedia.org 
http://allsearchengines.com/ 
 

 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/
http://www.earth.google.com/
http://www.maps.google.com/
http://www.yahoo.com/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://allsearchengines.com/


 

Haitian  Cultural  Literacy Quiz 
 

1. On what island is Haiti located? ________________________________ 
 

2. Name the Maroon African who led a rebellion against the French in 

1751. _____________________________________________________ 
 

3. The Spanish settled in the _________________ part of the island 

looking for gold. 
 

4. He led a Black army against the French, and in 1801 became governor 

general of the entire island. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

5. The French general who wanted to restore slavery in Saint Dominigue. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

6. One of the three generals who defeated the French army in 1803. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

7. The colors of the Haitian flag are ______________________________. 
 

8. The National Flower of Haiti. _________________________________ 
 

9. He founded the first permanent settlement which became the city of 

Chicago. __________________________________________________ 
 

10. In 1964, he declared himself ñPresident for Lifeò during which time 

Haiti became a police state. ___________________________________ 
 

11. Eight hundred Haitians fought against the British in this American War 

for Independence battle. ______________________________________ 
 

12. Haiti became the first independent Black republic in what year? ______ 
 

13. He helped overthrow the French and later named himself ñKing of 

Haiti.ò ____________________________________________________ 
 

14. He was greeted by the Taino/Arawak when he arrived on the island of 

Haiti on December 6, 1492. ___________________________________ 
 

15. The capital of Haiti is ________________________________________ 
 

16. A religion which is a mixture of West African and Catholic beliefs and 

practices. __________________________________________________ 

  

 



 

Answers to Haitian Cultural Literacy Quiz  

 

1. Hispaniola 

 

2. Francois Makandal 

 

3. Eastern 

 

4. Toussaint LôOuverture 

 

5. Napoleon Bonaparte 

 

6. Jean-Jacques Dessalines, Alexandre Pétion or Henri Christophe 

 

7. Blue and Red 

 

8. Hibiscus 

 

9. Jean Baptiste Point DuSable 

 

10.  Francois Duvalier 

 

11. Battle of Savannah 

 

12. 1804 

 

13. Henri Christophe 

 

14. Christopher Columbus 

 

15. Port au Prince 

 

16. Voudou 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE HAITIAN POLITICAL CRISIS: WHAT ROLE SHOULD THE U.S. 
PLAY IN FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS? 

Subjects: Social Studies, Government, World Cultures 

Estimated Time: Three 50-minute class periods plus additional time for extension activities  

Lesson Objectives: 
 
Students will: 

 
1. Formulate opinions based on reasons, facts, examples and individual ideas. 
2. Share and debate opinions during class discussions. 
3. Evaluate cause and effect relationships while learning about the history of Haiti, the  
political turmoil endured by the Haitian people over the past 50 years, and the recent 
removal of Jean-Bertrand Aristide from power. 
4. Analyze U.S. involvement in and foreign relations with countries such as Haiti, Iraq,  
Afghanistan and others. 
5. Conduct relevant research and use it to support their opinions and arguments in 
writing and class discussions. 

Background: 
Since it declared independence from France in 1804, Haiti has experienced a series of ruthless 
leaders, military coups and political turmoil. Most recently, rebels forced the resignation of 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide because of alleged corruption, broken promises, and economic 
and social problems. Now the United States and France, among others, have deployed troops 
and are taking on the task of restoring and maintaining law and order and assisting with the 
reorganization of the Haitian government. Meanwhile, Aristide claims he has not resigned but was 
removed from power, and placed in exile against his will by the United States. Ironically, it was 
the United States who helped Aristide regain his position as president in 1994 after a military 
coup removed him from power in 1991.  

Materials Needed: 
1. Game sheets with questions from Step 1 below for each group of four students. 
 
2. Optional: small prize to give to member of each winning team when students play the game in 
Steps 1-2. 
 
3. Access to photocopies or online versions of the NewsHour articles listed below: 

 "Civil Unrest Spreads Through Island Nation of Haiti"  
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/jan-june04/haiti_2-09.html  

 "U.S. Mulls Sending Marines to Haiti"  
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/Haiti_02-27-04.html  

 "President of Haiti Resigns, U.S. Troops Enter Caribbean Nation"  
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/jan_june04/Haiti_3-01.html  

4. Access to photocopies or online versions of the PBS program "Journey to the Planet Earth." 
Country Profiles found at: 
http://www.pbs.org/journeytoplanetearth/profiles/haiti.html 
 
5. Current newspaper, news magazines, Internet news resources and other library research 
materials that students can use in the game in Steps 1-2 as well as for completing the 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/jan-june04/haiti_2-09.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/haiti_02-27-04.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/jan-june04/haiti_3-01.html
http://www.pbs.org/journeytoplanetearth/profiles/haiti.html


 

assignment explained in Step 9 and the extension activities. 
 
6. Mailing and e-mail addresses for government officials such as Secretary of State Colin Powell, 
President Bush, presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., and congressional 
representatives. 

Procedures: 
1. Create interest and focus attention by telling students they are going to play a game based on 
a current world event. Break students into random teams of four. Give each team a specific work 
area in the classroom. In the center of the work area, place a pen or pencil and a paper that 
contains the questions listed below. Be sure the questions are face down so students cannot see 
them. 

 Who is Jean-Bertrand Aristide?  
 What country is he from?  
 What is the major event that happened in this country in February 2004?  
 What caused this event to take place?  
 What role/involvement does the U.S. have in this event? 

Once all students arrive in their groups, explain the rules of the game: 

 All groups should work quietly to prevent other teams from learning their answers.  
 Groups should use their knowledge of current world events to answer the questions.  
 Groups should write the answers to their questions on the papers provided.  
 Groups will get a total of 5 minutes to answer the questions.  
 Outside resources available within the classroom (newspapers, magazines, Internet, etc.) 

can be used on a first-come, first-served basis.  
 When answers are completed, teams must submit their papers to the teacher.  
 The team with the most correct answers wins. 

2. Facilitate the game using the guidelines above. When all teams are finished/time has been 
called, collect all papers. Have a short class discussion using the questions from the game. Read 
each question aloud and ask for volunteers to answer it. Have students provide as much 
information as they can for each question. Following the discussion, ask each team to discuss 
how many questions they believe they had  
correct. While students discuss, quickly review each team's answers and determine the game's 
winner. Announce the winning team and number correct. Present a reward at this time if you 
choose. 

3. Explain that throughout the next few days students will be learning more about the conflict in 
Haiti and the role of the United States in this situation. In addition, they will be examining the 
political issues surrounding U.S. involvement in Haiti and other countries throughout the world. 
Finally, they will be discussing the role of the United States as a world "watchdog" of sorts and 
whether or not they support this type of U.S. involvement in other countries. 

4. Introduce students to Haiti by giving them a brief overview of the country. The Web site for the 
program "Journey to the Planet Earth" includes Country Profiles and describes Haiti. This can be 
found by going to  
http://www.pbs.org/journeytoplanetearth/profiles/haiti.html. Pay specific attention to the 
Background, Location, Population, Religions, Literacy, Government type, Economy overview, 
Population below poverty line, Labor force, and Unemployment rate. This will give students some 
basic information about the country as well as some indication about why people might be 
dissatisfied with the government. Discuss each section briefly. 

http://www.pbs.org/journeytoplanetearth/profiles/haiti.html


 

5. Introduce students to the more direct and specific causes for Aristide's removal from office by 
sharing the NewsHour Extra story entitled "Civil Unrest Spreads Through Island Nation of Haiti." 
Access the story at  
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/jan-june04/Haiti_2-09.html. Take time to discuss the 
third paragraph of the article as well as the section titled "Aristide" specifically. This will supply 
students with the background necessary to understand the causes of the unrest and ultimate 
removal of Aristide from power. Pay specific attention to the accusations of corruption and 
violence in the Aristide regime, the loss of international aid after the 2000 elections, and the 
economic poverty that the majority of Haitians endure. 

6. Now introduce students to the role of the United States in the Haitian political turmoil. The 
article "U.S. Mulls Sending Marines to Haiti" available at 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/Haiti_02-27-04.html describes some of the reasons for 
U.S. involvement in the situation with quotes from Secretary of State Colin Powell as well as 
President Bush. This article also brings up the point that the United States is already involved in 
several similar situations, specifically, but not limited to, Iraq and Afghanistan. Next, share the 
article "President of Haiti Resigns; U.S. Troops Enter Caribbean Nation" available at 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/Jan_june04/Haiti_3-01.html to illustrate U.S. reaction 
to the Aristide resignation and outline the planned scope of U.S. involvement in the reorganization 
of the Haitian government.  

7. Use the articles as a springboard for discussion about the role of the United States as a world 
"watchdog." Many students pose questions such as "Why is the United States always involved in 
solving the problems of other countries?" or "We have enough problems in our own country, why 
do we have to be involved in what is happening with the leadership and lives of people living 
outside of the United States?" when talking about this issue. Lead a classroom discussion about 
the role of the United States in world politics using questions like: 

 In what way is U.S. involvement in the creation and maintenance of other countries' 
governments a good thing? Conversely, how is it bad?  

 If the United States can only afford to intervene in only a few crises, how should the 
president decide which countries to help?  

 What could happen if the United States adopted a "stay at home" attitude (nationalism) 
and refrained from involvement in world political struggles?  

 As a world Super Power, what obligation does the United States have to help other 
countries develop and prosper?  

 Should the United States encourage other countries to adopt governments or leaders that 
support U.S. world policy? How?  

 Why does the United States use its economic resources to assist other countries when 
there are plenty or U.S. citizens who could benefit from assistance here instead?  

8. As you facilitate the discussion, many students will have diverse opinions about the role of the 
United States as a world "watchdog" and "protector." Encourage students to give specific 
examples to support their opinions throughout this discussion. The more specific information that 
is generated, the more students will be prepared to complete the research steps needed to 
present their final ideas. Encourage students to debate their points of view with one another 
throughout the discussion. Be sure to mediate the discussion, correct inaccuracies, and pose 
additional questions as the discussion warrants. 

9. Once the class discussion is complete, each student will need to choose a point of view that 
he/she supports and write a one page essay about the role of the United States in the 
development, reorganization, and maintenance of foreign governments. Students will need to use 
reasons, facts, and examples to illustrate their point of view.  

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/jan-june04/haiti_2-09.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/haiti_02-27-04.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/jan-june04/haiti_3-01.html


 

U.S. MULLS SENDING MARINES TO HAITI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Three warships with 2,000 Marines are ready to sail to Haiti, where armed rebels 
are seeking President Jean-Bertrand Aristide's ouster, as the Pentagon 
considers its options for dealing with the crisis. 
 
     
  
Defense officials said Friday that no deployment orders have been issued, but if 
the call is made, the Amphibious Ready Group led by the helicopter carrier USS 
Saipan, can travel from Norfolk, Va. to the impoverished Caribbean nation in two 
days.  
 
 
 
A Navy official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the U.S. military also 
could send the three ships without large numbers of Marines for maritime 
interdiction or to support U.S. Coast Guard ships trying to prevent a mass exodus 
of Haitians to the United States, Reuters reported.  
 
 
About 50 Marines were sent to Haiti Feb. 23 to guard the U.S. Embassy in the 
capital Port-au-Prince.  
 
 
For days, heavily armed rebel groups have threatened to attack Port-au-Prince if 
Aristide does not step down. Aristide supporters and other residents have 
erected flaming barricades on streets leading into the capital.  
 
 
Aristide has faced increasing political opposition since his Lavalas Party gained 
seats in what many considered to be flawed legislative elections in 2000. The 
demonstrations turned violent Feb. 5, when rebels began taking over towns in 
the North, clashing with militant Aristide supporters. About 70 people have died in 
recent weeks.  
 
 
Aristide has vowed to stay in office until his term expires in February 2006.  



 

 
 
France has voiced support for Aristide's early departure, and U.S. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell on Thursday questioned the embattled president's ability to 
govern effectively during his remaining two years in office.  
 
 
"Whether or not [Aristide] is able to effectively continue as president is something 
he will have to examine carefully, in the interests of the Haitian people," Powell 
said.  
 
 
If Aristide resigns, the constitutional successor would be Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Boniface Alexandre. In the period before elections are held, a broad-
based government would be formed consistent with a peace proposal set forth a 
month ago by the Caribbean Community, a U.S. official told the Associated 
Press.  
 
 
President Bush declined to comment Friday on whether he would support an 
Aristide resignation. "We're interested in achieving a political settlement," he said.  
 
 
Defense Department officials have not been enthusiastic about launching a 
military mission to Haiti. The U.S. military is stretched thin by operations in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and elsewhere, although officials have said that would not prevent 
them from being able to mount a robust Haiti operation if necessary, Reuters 
reported.  
 
 
During the Clinton administration, the United States sent 20,000 troops to Haiti in 
1994 to restore Aristide to power after a coup during his first term.  
 
 
Since then, Powell said, "corruption came into play, inefficiency came into play, 
cronyism came into play and the whole political tapestry of the country came 
apart."  
 
 
The United States and its other regional allies had sent a delegation to the island 
nation to negotiate a government-sharing agreement with Aristide and nonviolent 
opposition groups. Aristide agreed to the new arrangement, but opposition 
leaders refused to accept a deal that did not require the president to resign.  
 
 
Some U.S. lawmakers have criticized the administration's handling of Haiti. Sen. 
Christopher Dodd, D-Conn., said Friday, "One way or another, the United States 
is going to have to get involved to resolve this mess.  
 
 



 

"We can do it sooner -- and minimize the loss of life and property destruction -- or 
we can do it later when we will be sending body bags to dispose of the dead and 
Coast Guard cutters to pick up Haitians at sea," he said, according to the AP.  
 
 
The United States has intercepted boats with about 531 Haitians in the Windward 
Pass, a stretch of ocean northwest of Haiti. State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said they were taken back to Haiti to be repatriated.  
 
 
-- Compiled from wire reports and other media sources 
President of Haiti resigns; U.S. troops Enter Caribbean Nation Posted: 03.1.04   
 After increasing diplomatic pressure from the United States and other allies, 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide of Haiti fled into exile Sunday, leaving the 
Caribbean nation in a state of turmoil.  
 
    
  
 Following Aristide's resignation, President Bush authorized the deployment of 
about 200 Marines as part of an "interim international force" to restore order. The 
U.S. troops join soldiers from countries such as Canada and France that are 
trying to stop the looting and revenge killings that have destabilized Haiti in the 
past several weeks. 
 
The situation in Haiti, which shares an island with the Dominican Republic 
around 600 miles off the coast of Florida, has sparked political debate over when 
and how the United States should intervene in emergency situations around the 
world. And pressure to resolve the crisis continues, especially from the large 
number of Haitians living in New York and Florida. 
   
     
 
 Exile    
  
  
 Reading and Discussion Questions  
Following weeks of violent protests, a U.S. military aircraft carried the displaced 
Aristide and his American wife, Mildred Trouillot Aristide, to the Central African 
Republic, where they are expected to stay "for a short time," according to state 
radio. 
 
The couple had earlier in the week sent their two daughters to Mildred's mother's 
home in New York City. 
 
In a letter explaining his resignation, the former president said that he left to 
prevent further bloodshed and to ensure that the new government would conform 
to Haiti's Constitution. 
 
"[The Constitution] should not be drowned in the Haitian people's blood. This is 
why tonight, if it is my resignation that will prevent a bloodbath, I agree to go with 
the hope that there will be life and not death." 
 



 

Haiti's chief justice of the Supreme Court, Boniface Alexandre, was sworn in as 
the leader of a transitional government until elections can be held in 2005, as 
defined under the Haitian Constitution. 
   
  
 
 Violent uprising   
  
  
  
 In the 200 years since it gained independence from France, Haiti has been 
plagued by violent uprisings and brutal military dictatorships.  
 
Many Haitians hoped that Aristide, a former priest, would end the painful cycle 
when he became Haiti's first democratically elected president in 1990. However, 
he was only in the presidential palace for several months before a military coup 
forced him into exile. U.S. troops reinstated him in 1994 and he finished the end 
of his five-year term.  
 
He returned to power in 2000, but many of his critics believe that the elections 
were marred by corruption. A coalition of political parties, civil societies, trade 
unions and business associations boycotted the Congress, and refused to 
cooperate in any government initiatives until he resigned.  
 
At the same time, armed rebel groups -- not linked to the political opposition 
groups -- began violent clashes with government supporters especially in the 
North.  
 
In recent days law and order has broken down and ordinary citizens have been 
caught up in the looting of stores, government buildings and hospitals. Dozens 
have been killed. 
   
  
 
 U.S. troops    
  
  
  
 The initial 200 U.S. Marines who arrived in the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince late 
Sunday night could be joined by hundreds more, according to Secretary of State 
Colin Powell.  
 
"I don't think there will be a great deal of fighting, but they have to be prepared 
for that. They need to bring a sense of security back to society, as we have done 
in times past. Unfortunately, that security didn't stick because of the flawed 
politics of Haiti," Powell said. 
 
According to a deal reached by the United Nations, the troops will remain no 
longer than three months, at which time they will be replaced by U.N. 
peacekeepers. 
 



 

The U.S. Coast Guard has also been on duty in the area. Three ships stationed 
just offshore have been picking up Haitians who are trying to flee the violent 
nation and returning them home. 
   
  
 
 Foreign policy criticism   
  
  
  
 "This is the beginning of a new chapter in the country's history," President Bush 
said Sunday. "I would urge the people of Haiti to reject violence to give this break 
from the past a chance to work. The United States is prepared to help." 
 
The Democratic presidential candidates and the Congressional Black Caucus, a 
group of black Congress members who advocate for black and minority citizens, 
have criticized the Bush administration's handling of the Haiti crisis, saying that 
lack of attention allowed the situation to spiral out of control. 
 
Rep. Charles Rangel, a Democrat from New York and a member of the 
Congressional Black Caucus who was deeply involved in restoring Aristide to 
power in 1994, said the United States must shoulder much of the blame for 
Aristide's fall and the chaos that brought it on. 
 
"We are just as much a part of this coup d'etat as the rebels, looters or anyone 
else," he said. 
 
But Powell said Aristide had a large role in creating the political crisis. After the 
United States reinstated the leader in 1994, Powell said, "corruption came into 
play, inefficiency came into play, cronyism came into play and the whole political 
tapestry of the country came apart." 
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Following weeks of violent protests, a U. S. military aircraft carried the 

displaced Aristide and his American wife, Mildred Trouillot Aristide, to 

the Central African Republic, where they are expected to stay "for a 
short time," according to state radio.  

The couple had earlier in the week sent th eir two daughters to 
Mildred's mother's home in New York City.  

In a letter explaining his resignation, the former president said that 

he left to prevent further bloodshed and to ensure that the new 

government would conform to Haiti's Constitution.  

"[The C onstitution] should not be drowned in the Haitian people's 

blood. This is why tonight, if it is my resignation that will prevent a 

bloodbath, I agree to go with the hope that there will be life and 

not death."  

Haiti's chief justice of the Supreme Court, Bo niface Alexandre, was 

sworn in as the leader of a transitional government until elections can be held in 2005, as 

defined under the Haitian Constitution.  

 

 

Violent uprising  
 

 

 

In the 200 years since it gained independence from France, Haiti has been plagued by 
violent uprisings and brutal military dictatorships.  

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/jan-june04/haiti_3-01_printout.html
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Many Haitians hoped that Aristide, a forme r priest, would end the 

painful cycle when he became Haiti's first democratically elected 

president in 1990. However, he was only in the presidential palace 

for several months before a military coup forced him into exile. 

U.S. troops reinstated him in 199 4 and he finished the end of his 
five -year term.  

He returned to power in 2000, but many of his critics believe that 

the elections were marred by corruption. A coalition of political 

parties, civil societies, trade unions and business associations 

boycotte d the Congress, and refused to cooperate in any government initiatives until he 
resigned.  

At the same time, armed rebel groups --  not linked to the political opposition groups --  

began violent clashes with government supporters especially in the North.  

I n recent days law and order has broken down and ordinary citizens have been caught up 

in the looting of stores, government buildings and hospitals. Dozens have been killed.  

 

U.S. troops  
 

 

 

The initial 200 U.S. Marines who arrived in the Haitian capital Port -au -Prince late Sunday 

night could be joined by hundreds more, according to Secretary of State Col in Powell.  

"I don't think there will be a great deal of fighting, but they have to 

be prepared for that. They need to bring a sense of security back 

to society, as we have done in times past. Unfortunately, that 

security didn't stick because of the flawe d politics of Haiti," Powell 

said.  

According to a deal reached by the United Nations, the troops will 

remain no longer than three months, at which time they will be 
replaced by U.N. peacekeepers.  

The U.S. Coast Guard has also been on duty in the area. Thre e ships stationed just 

offshore have been picking up Haitians who are trying to flee the violent nation and 

returning them home.  

 

Foreign policy critic ism  
 

 

 

"This is the beginning of a new chapter in the country's history," President Bush said 

Sunday. "I would urge the people of Haiti to reject violence to give this break from the 
past a chance to work.  The United States is prepared to help."  

The Democratic presidential candidates and the Congressional Black Caucus, a group of 

black Congress members who advocate for black and minority 

citizens, have criticized the Bush administration's handling of the 

Haiti crisis, saying that lack of attention allowed the situation to 
spiral out of control.  

Rep. Charles Rangel, a Democrat from New York and a member of 

the Congressional Black Caucus who was deeply involved in 

restoring Aristide to power in 1994, said the  United States must 



 

shoulder much of the blame for Aristide's fall and the chaos that brought it on.  

"We are just as much a part of this coup d'etat as the rebels, looters or anyone else," he 
said.  

But Powell said Aristide had a large role in creating the political crisis. After the United 

States reinstated the leader in 1994, Powell said, "corruption came into play, inefficiency 

came into play, cronyism came into play and the whole political tapestry of the country 

came apart."  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pressure to oust Haitian President Jean -Bertrand Aristide escalated over the 

weekend as growing opposition turned to mass uprisings in the  small, 

Caribbean nation of 8 million.  

 

 

 

 

The unrest began Thursday, when armed anti -government protesto rs and some 

residents took over several cities, setting police stations and government 

buildings on fire and driving out police and elected officials with guns and 

machetes.  

The protestors, led by rebel groups, have been angry 

with Aristide since he was r eelected in 2000 in an 

election contested by his opponents. They say Aristide, 

who once was expected to help Haiti move forward with 

its quest for democracy after decades of dictatorial rule, 

rigged the elections and has become corrupt and brutal 
himself.  

"We're just waiting for Aristide to go," said one rebel 

leader. "Step by step, town by town. When we have all the departments 

[districts], we'll go down to Port -au -Prince [the capital]."  

 

 

 

  

 

A nation in conflict  
 

 

 

 

 

The nation of Haiti, which shares an island landmass with 

the Dominican Republic, has seen decades of violence 

and poverty since its independence from France in 1804, 

most notably during the rei gn of the infamous Francois 
"Papa Doc" Duvalier.  

Tensions between blacks and mulattos --  mixed race 
Haitians --  divided the nation starting in the early 1800s.  

Then, between 1915 and 1934 the United States invaded 

Haiti and maintained control of the island until 1956. 

Following a coup in 1956 and a year of political turmoil, 

Duvalier, a physician and a practitioner of Voodoo --  a 

religion  that is a mix of Roman Catholic ritual, animism and 

magic recently made one of Haiti's official religions --  was 

elected to office and declared himself "president for life." 

He used personal bodyguards called Macoutes or 

bogeymen, as protection.  

When Duva lier died in 1971, his son Jean -Claude "Baby Doc" Duvalier took over 

as president for life. Both Duvaliers were infamous for their brutality and 

between 1957 and 1986 when Baby Doc fled the country amidst protests 

thousands of Duvalier opponents mysterious ly disappeared or were murdered.  

Reading an d 

Discussion 

Questions  
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Aristide  
 

            

           
 

           
 

           
 

During the Duvalier rule, a young priest named Jean -Bertrand Aristide became 
a leading voice in the opposition.  

When the country finally held elections in 1990, Aristide dubbed his campaign 

"Lavalas" or a cleansing flood, and won 67 percent of the 
vote.  

Although many Haitians hoped his election would usher 

in peace and prosperity to the young democracy, Aristide 

was ousted a year later in a military coup. The coup, led 

by Brig. Gen. Raoul Cedras, led  to economic sanctions 

against the country by both the United States and the 

United Nations.  

In 1994 U.S. forces arrived in Haiti to oversee a peaceful 

transition from military rule to civilian rule. Aristide returned to power for a 
short time, but it wasn 't until 2000 that he was again elected president.  

Today, the country of 8 million people is considered the poorest in North, South 

and Latin America and has one of the highest rates of 

AIDS in the world.  

Since contested legislative elections in 2000, Ari stide's 

opponents have refused to recognize his party's 

leadership and have held mass demonstrations in the 
country's capital, Port -au -Prince.  

In the last few months, the violence has escalated and 

69 people have died in clashes with the police since 
Septe mber.  

--  Kristina Nwazota, Online NewsHour  
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